Queen Alexandra and General Eine

Grand-Duke Vladimir. This was in fact extremely clever on
his part as a means of obtaining Russia's recognition of his
new title. Helen writes me that they held back the train
which was bringing him without his knowing it, so he
shouldn't arrive until the middle of the funeral and after the
procession had passed, thus avoiding questions of precedence.

Berlin, 1st March, 1909.

From time to time we get echoes of the visit of the King
and Queen of England. At supper at the Court Ball the
Queen asked to have as her neighbour General Eine, our
War Minister who is one of those most up in arms against
England. The Queen spoke very openly to him about those
people who were making trouble between England and
Germany and added that the King's Government and the
King himself had the best intentions towards Germany, they
only desired to live at peace with her and all the wicked
rumours which had been current had been fomented by the
newspapers and possibly by certain highly placed persons
(read Billow) who were constantly trying to fan the flames,
and who should not be believed. Eine was quite discon-
certed by the royal words and almost promised to behave
with greater circumspection in future. All passed off well
between the King and the Emperor, but badly between the
King and the Empress. She was very sulky with Uncle
Edward, whose rather worldly habits did not find favour in
her pietistic eyes.

Bulow is becoming more predominant again every day,
deriving his feelings of strength from the way in which the
Empress* as also the Grand-Duchess of Baden, protect him
on the one hand, and the difficulty of finding someone to
replace him on the other. It's Bulow whom the Queen
should have harangued. He is certainly one of those who
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